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People's Republic of China 


Options Study of Approaches to President Ford's Tri 





the PRC Completed ; eee 


I have completed, in cooperation with Win Lord and Phil Habib at State, 
a detailed analysis of various approaches you might take in organizing 
President Ford's trip to Peking later this year. The study also takes a 
look at timing options on your own advance trip. In the conclusion, 

we request an opportunity to receive your guidance on the approach you 
wish us to take as we pursue advance planning on these trips. 


PRCLO Officials Express Concern Ford Might Not Visit China 


PRC Liaison Office officials are now actively replaying Teng Hsiao~p'ing's 
public comments of June 2 to the effect that China will welcome President 
Ford on his visit later this year even if he is not prepared to promote 
greater progress on the Taiwan question. 


Political Counselor Tsien Ta~yung, during a small dinner with two 
American academics, emphasized that China would not push the U.S. on 
the Taiwan question. He said that while the PRC was not prepared to 
compromise on the principles involved, they would just "let the issue lie" 
for the time being. He stressed that the problem of Soviet expansionism re- 
quiredSthat the U.S. and China cooperate on international issues. He went 
into Some detail in describing (in a sympathetic tone) some of the domestic 
difficulties the President faces, and then emphasized that Mr. Ford 

should come to Peking despite these problems in order to maintain an 
active relationship on the more pressing security problems of concern to 
the U.S. and PRC. We take Tsien's comments as further indication that 
Peking has given its diplomats internal guidance directing them to empha~ 
size in public contacts the line that our current relations are satisfactory, 
and that the President's trip should proceed under any circumstance. We 
believe Chinese officials are somewhat concerned the President, might 
postpone his trip. 


Tsien also surprised his academic guests by responding very positively 
to their suggestion that it was in the mutual interest of both China and the 
U.S. to "expand" the current exchange program. Tsien seemed to have 
in mind only a numerical expansion of the current pattern, inasmuch as he 
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was rather noncommittal, to their suggestions that the time was ready 
for a "qualitative change" in the nature of the program to include new 
types of contacts (such as joint scientific research programs). 


An intercepted message reporting the results of a dinner which PRCLO 
Chief Huang Chen gave for Iranian officials provides more detail on 
current Chinese attitudes toward the American political scene. PRC 
officials told the Iranians that there appears to be a diffusion of foreign 
policy authority at the White House, with your own influence diluted 

by the greater initiative taken in foreign atfairs by the President and 
Messrs. Hartmann and Rumsteld. PRCLO Deputy Chief Han Hsu spent 
considerable time with the Iranians (as he has with other visitors 

in the past several months) discussing purported differences in approach 
to national security issues between yourself and Secretary of Defense 
Schlesinger. The Chinese official emphasized that the Pentagon is 

not very optimistic about detente, a position which the Chinese appreciate. 
Han also emphasized to the Iranians the PRC's current concern about 

the Soviet Union's new opportunities for gaining influence in Southeast 
Asia and the Indian Ocean. 


Other Iranian officials were told by the Chinese that the U.S. is in the 
process of fulfilling its Shanghai Communique commitment to further 
reduce its forces on Taiwan. They were also told that the Chinese 
government did not encourage North Korean leader Kim Il-song to take 
advantage of the current atmosphere in Asia and in the U.S. to launch 
more aggressive actions against South Korea. 


PRC Tensions with Moscow and Hanoi Over Southeast Asian 
Developments Revealed 


An intercept reporting a recent conversation between the Chinese 
ambassador to Albania and his Italian counterpart ad weight to 
indications that Peking's relations with Hanoi and Moscow over 
developments in Southeast Asia are quite strained. The intercept 
reports the Chinese ambassador commenting to the Italian official that 
Sino-Soviet relations in Southeast Asia are " continually worsening." 
Peking is dissatisfied with Hanoi's policies, which seem to represent a 
Soviet point of view, and is concerned as well about North Vietnamese 
‘chauvinism." The Chinese see Hanoi as assertive in pressing through 
military action the Vietnamese claim to contested islands in the Gulf of 
Siam which has put Hanoi in conflict with the new Cambodian regime. 
The Chinese official also indicated that the reunification of Vietnam 

4s considered inevitable put not desirable from a PRC point of view. 
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TOHAK{9 
TO! SECRETARY KISSINGER 
FROM: RICHARD Hs. SOLOMON 


SUBJECT?. A PRESIDENTIAL: GOOD*HEALTH 
MESSAGE FOR CHOU EN@LAL 


fe WE NOW HAVE CONFIRMATION FROM A COMBINATION OF CHINESE. 
AND FOREIGN PRESS SOURCES THAT PREMIER CHOU ENeLAI-IS IN. 
YHPROVED HEALTH AND HAS LEFT THE HOSPITAL’ IN PEKING: WHERE HE: 
HAS BEEN RECUPERATING DURING. THE PAST YEAR, THE QUESTION ‘IS: 
WHETHER IN TERMS OF OUR CURRENTLY RATHER INACTIVE RELATIONS 
WITH PEKING, AND IN VIEW OF THE PRESIDENTIS ANTICIPATED “TRIP 
LATER THIS YEAR, YOU MIGHT WISH ‘TO MAKE SOME SYMBOLIC GESTURE! 
AS. A HAY OF PREPARING THE MOOD , 


2, IN THE ABSENSE: OF GUIDANCE ON WHAT YOU AND THE PRESTOENT 
MIGHT HANT TO ACCOMPLISH ON THE PEKING TRIP, IT IS OIFFICULT TO 
FINE*TUNE THE KINDS OF. SYNBOLIC GESTURES OF WHICH THE :CHINESE™ 
ARE SQ FONO,. IT IS CLEAR SINCE ‘THE TENG HSTAO=P!ING JUNE 2 
STATEMENT TO THE AMERICAN NEWSPAPER EDITORS THAT: THE: PRESIDENT 
WILL BE WELCOHE IN CHINA WHETHER OR NOT HE HAS. MAJOR BUSINESS 

TO GONCLUDE THAT PRC LEADERS ARE CONCERNED THAT WE. MIGHT POSTPONE: 
THE SUMMIT BECAUSE OF A FEELING THAT THERE CAN BE NO SIGNIFICANT 
RESULT FROM A SUMMIT MEETING UNDER PRESENT CIRCUMSTANCES... : 
YOU WILL HAVE SEEN, MOREOVER, AMBASSAODOR BUSH'S BACKCHANNEL,’ TODAY 
(PEKING 94) REPORTING CHOY EN=LAI!S RECENT CONVERSATION WITH: THE 


“CHINESE@AMERIGAN ONCTOR C.P. LI... CLI WAS PERSONALLY RECEIVED BY 


MAO, A SCHOOL™AGE ACQUAINTANCE, IN 1973.) WE pO NOT KNOW WHETHER: 
LI!'S MENTION TO BUSH OF A UNILATERAL. PRC STATEMENT OF ‘PEACEFUL: 
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CSTENTIONS TOWARD TAIWAN MADE FOR "OOMESTIC CONSUMPTIONA IN 
A CHOU SIGNAL OR A LI INITIAVTIVE., IN ANY EVENT, YOU SHOULD DO 
YOUR OWN EXPLORING OF PRC INTENTIONS DIRECTLY, WE DO BELIEVE, 
HOWEVER, THAT THE CHINESE ARE AS INTERESTED AS EVER IN VISIBLE 
SIGNS OF PROGRESS IN QUR RELATIONSHIP, GIVEN THEIR POST#INDOCHINA 
ANXIETIES ABOUT SOVIET ACTIVITIES ON THEIR PERIPHERY. 


3, IN RELATED REPORTING ON THE CHOU EN@LAI #-G,P...U1 MEETING, 
BUSH INDICATES THAT MUCH OF THEIR CONVERSATION WAS TAKEN UP BY 
CHOU OTSCUSSING KITH LI HIS APPRECIATION OF FRESH FRUIT, CHOU. 
GAVE Li SOME FRESH LYCHEES AT THE END OF THEIR TALK,. 


4, IF YOU WISH TO SEND A SIGNAL: TO ‘THE CHINESE WHICH WOULD 

BEGIN TO BUILD A MORE’ POSITIVE MOOD IN ADVANCE OF: THE’ PRESIDENTIS 
TRIP, ¥ SUGGEST A BRIEF LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT TO THE PREMIER. 
CONVEYING PLEASURE AT THE NEWS THAT HE IES IN IHPROVED HEALTH, AND 
EXPRESSING HIS (FORD!S) ANTICIPATION OF HOLOING TALKS IN 

PEKING LATER THIS YEAR,. IF YOU WISH TO ADD A CHINESE THIST-TO THE: 
MESSAGE, ONE WHICH WOULD HAVE POSITIVE SYMBOLIC VALUE IN 

CHINESE EYES QUITE APART FROM THE CHOUeLI DISCUSSION, YOU MIGHT 
HAVE THE PRESIDENT SEND THE PREMIER A BOX OF FRUIT AS AN EXPRESSION 
OF PLEASURE AT HIS RETURN TO GOOM HEALTH, -SUCH' AN. ACT WOULD 
OBVIOUSLY RUILD ON THE CHOUeLI CONVERSATION, AND YOU MAY NOT WISH 
TO REINFORCE THAT SIGNAL, MOREOVER, YOU SHOULD ANTICIPATE THAT 
THE CHINESE MIGHT PUBLICIZE, OR AT LEAST CIRCULATE WIDELY ‘IN 
DOMESTIC POLITICAL CHANNELS, SUCH A PRESIDENTIAL. GESTURE, 


5,. THE TEXT OF A SUGGESTED PRESIDENTIAL: MESSAGE, WHICH ‘HAS NOT. 
YET BEEN CLEARED WITH PAUL THEIS, COULD BE AS FOLLONS? 


DEAR MR, PREMIER? 


I WAS PLEASED TO RECEIVE NEWS OF YOUR IMPROVED HEALTH, 
AND OF THE FACT THAT YOU HAVE BEEN ABLE TO LEAVE THE HOSPITALS. 
XY AM LOOKING FORWARD TO OUR MEETING IN PEKING LATER THIS’ YEAR 
TO NISCUSS A RANGE QF ISSUES OF COMMON CONCERN, 

AS A TOKEN OF MY GOOD WISHES, I AM SENOING YOU A SHALL: 
GIFT OF (CPEACHES/PEARS/FRUIT), 

SINCERELY 


GRF 


6,4. PLEASE INSTRUCT WHETHER YOU WISH SUCH A PRESIDENTIAL 
MESSAGE TO BE SENT, AND WHETHER YOU WANT THE FRUIT INCLUDED, 
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